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THE paper to which reference has been made concludes 
with the following statement : 

“By an examination of this condensedj history of 105 
cases of uterine polypi it will be seen that of the last 50 
cases which have come under my own care, and in which the 
operation for the removal of the polypi has been performed 
by me, not one patient has died. The various methods of 
treatment, having been minutely described in the histories 
of the cases, do not require to be again detailed. 

* Being fully aware that the greater number of large 
uterine polypi are fibrous tumours covered with the lining 
membrane ard_a portion of the muscular coat, and that 
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these polypi have large arteries and veins distributed through- 
out their substance, in operating upon them I have not 
ventured to drag them out of the vagina with forceps of any 
kind and divide their roots with the knife. The ligature has 
usually been applied in such cases with the bent rod, and 
the sloughing polypus has been removed when the ligature 
was long in dividing the root. By this means all the evil 
consequences which could be produced by the vagina being 
long filled with a putrid mass have been completed avoided, 
and to this course I do think may be attributed, in a great 
degree, the uniform success of operations performed by me 
of late. Even where the polypi have been of comparatively 
small size, and the ligature has been applied with the double 
canula, I have not considered it safe to leave the ligature 
many days around the root of the polypus when the circula- 
tion through the substance had been destroyed and the mass 
of the tumour was in a sloughing condition. By twisting 
the canula firmly round, the ligature has frequently passed 
through the root, and the polypus has been removed several 
days before this would have happened if the ligature had 
been merely tightened. Even in cases where the root of the 
polypus has not yielded to this treatment the hgature has 
been removed and the dead polypus has come away harm- 
lessly after some days, tepid water having been freely in- 
jected into the vagina. In all cases it has appeared to be of 
the utmost consequence to watch the condition of the uterine 
organs and of the general system, as it has been clearly 
proved that inflammation is the most common cause of death 
after the application of a ligature around the peduncle of a 
poly pus.” 

Since the publication of this paper in the ‘ Medico-Chirur- 
gical Transactions’ fifteen cases of uterine polypi have come 
under my observation. ‘Three of these, which were of the 
most formidable character, from the great magnitude of the 
tumours and the impossibility of reaching their roots or the os 
uteri with the finger, were tied by a ligature passed up around 
them as high as practicable with the double canula. When 
the vitality of the polypi was destroyed and they were in a 
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sloughing state they were forcibly drawn out of the vagina 
with different kinds of forceps and hooks, and their roots 
divided with a knife or scissors if they had not previously 
been divided by the ligature. Of these fifteen cases con- 
tained in this table not one died. If these fifteen be added 
to the fifty cases previously reported it will appear that of 
sixty-five cases of polypus of the uterus which have come 
under my care, and been operated upon by me, not one has 
died. 

Thirteen of the cases now reported occurred in Burton 
Ward, St. George’s Hospital. For the tabular view of these 
cases I am indebted to Mr. Smith, late obstetric-assistant, 
who has filled the office during two years in the most efficient 
manner. 
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